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PUBLIC  LANDS 
Use  of  Off-Road  Vehicles 

On  pages  4403-4405  of  the  Federal 
Register  of  February  14,  1973,  there  was 
published  a  notice  and  text  of  proposed 
rulemaking  to  amend  Parts  2070  and 
6250  and  to  add  a  new  Part  6290  to  Group 
6200  of  Title  43,  Code  of  Federal  Regu¬ 
lations.  The  purpose  of  the  amendment 
is  to  provide  regulations  to  implement 
Executive  Order  11644  (37  FR  2877), 
concerning  use  of  ofif-road  vehicles  on 
public  lands.  The  proposed  rules  would 
provide  procedures  to  control  and  direct 
the  use  of  off-road  vehicles  so  as  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  resources  of  those  lands,  promote 
the  safety  of  all  users  of  those  lands, 
and  minimize  conflicts  among  the  vari¬ 
ous  uses  of  those  lands.  The  proposal 
also  would  prescribe  operating  regula¬ 
tions  and  vehicle  standards  for  the  use 
of  off-road  vehicles.  Areas  and  trails 
would  be  designated  as  open,  closed,  or 
restricted,  with  regard  to  such  use. 

Interested  persons  were  given  until 
April  16,  1973,  to  submit  comments,  sug¬ 
gestions,  or  objections.  More  than  2500 
letters  or  cards  were  received  in  response 
to  the  proposed  amendment.  The  ma¬ 
jority  recognized  need  for  the  regulations 
and  expressed  support  in  general  terms 
for  the  amendment. 

Numerous  suggestions  were  made  for 
change  or  improvement.  The  responses 
revealed  essentially  unanimous  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  classes  of  designation  pro¬ 
posed  for  public  land  areas  and  trails, 
i.e.,  open  iLse,  restricted  or  closed.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  these  classes  of  designation 
are  retained. 

Nearly  half  of  all  comments  received 
made  reference  to  the  specific  designa¬ 
tion  of  public  lands  as  open  use  areas 
and  trails  in  the  second  sentence  of 
5  6292.2(a).  About  56  percent  of  these 
favored  the  open  use  designation, 
whereas  about  44  percent  suggested  ba¬ 
sically  a  reversal  of  this  approach  so  that 
all  public  lands  would  be  designated  upon 
promulgation  of  these  regulations  as 
closed.  The  suggestion  to  close  all  public 
lands  to  off-road  vehicle  use  cannot  be 
accepted  as  a  purpose  of  these  regula¬ 
tions  since  this  would  create  a  significant 
conflict  with  principles  of  mutliple  use. 
The  suggestion  for  total  closure  is  not 
adopted.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Manage¬ 
ment  could  provide  only  minimal  en¬ 
forcement  of  such  complete  closure  on 
the  widely  scattered  public  lands  it  ad¬ 
ministers,  totalling  more  than  450  mil¬ 
lion  acres,  some  one-fifth  the  total  land 
area  of  the  United  States.  Many  of  the 
comments  recommending  total  closure 
appear  based  on  an  assumption  that  an 
open  use  designation  would  abandon  all 


existing  controls  on  use  of  the  lands. 
This  of  course  was  not  intended.  To  clar¬ 
ify  this  matter  §  6292.2  is  revised  to 
indicate  some  of  the  available  control 
authorities  in  common  usage  and  to 
make  clear  that  existing  restrictions  re¬ 
main  in  effect  after  the  open  use  desig¬ 
nation.  The  open  use  designation  con¬ 
tinues  the  general  status  of  ORV  use  on 
public  lands  as  it  was  prior  to  the  issu¬ 
ance  of  Executive  Order  11644. 

Numerous  comments  were  received  on 
the  exception  provided  by  §  6291.1(c)  for 
operations  pursuant  to  the  U.S.  Mining 
Laws  and  for  oil  and  gas  geophysical  ex¬ 
ploration  on  those  areas  and  trails  des¬ 
ignated  as  closed  to  off -road  vehicle  use. 
About  85  percent  of  the  comments  were 
opposed  to  the  exception.  A  few  of  the 
remaining  15  percent  endorsed  or  would 
expand  the  exception  while  the  rest  sug¬ 
gested  additional  exceptions  for  a  variety 
of  other  types  of  use.  Upon  further  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  exception  provided  for 
oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  in 
closed  areas,  it  is  conclude  that  this 
exception  is  not  necessary.  Entry  upon 
public  lands  for  oil  and  gas  exploration 
operations  is  either  imder  an  oil  and  gas 
lease,  in  which  event  the  vehicle  would 
not  be  considered  an  off-road  vehicle 
under  these  regulations,  or  under  a  per¬ 
mit  issued  by  the  local  authorized  officer 
on  a  form  approved  by  the  Director.  The 
exploration  operation.^  in  closed  areas 
thus  would  be  undertaken  only  with 
knowledge  of  the  closiire  and  could  not 
be  considered  merely  casual  use.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  the  exception  for  oil  and  gas  geo¬ 
physical  exploration  is  deleted.  The  ex¬ 
ception  provided  to  explore  or  develop 
public  lands  pursuant  to  the  U.S.  Mining 
Laws  on  closed  areas  also  is  deleted. 
Most  public  lands  are  specifically  desig¬ 
nated  by  this  CFR  amendment  as  open 
use  areas.  Public  participation  require¬ 
ments  of  the  "Planning  System"  (defined 
in  43  CFR  6290.0-5(g) )  provide  an  ade¬ 
quate  forum  to  consider  possible  excep¬ 
tions  that  should  be  provided  in  specific 
areas  being  considered  for  closure.  Sug¬ 
gestions  for  exceptions  for  other  users 
are  not  adopted  for  the  same  reasons 
that  the  exception  to  mining  explora¬ 
tion  was  deleted. 

About  two  percent  of  the  comments 
mentioned  some  aspect  of  the  definitions. 
Some  revisions  and  additions  have  been 
incorporated  to  provide  for  a  clearer  in¬ 
terpretation.  Several  of  the  comments 
asked  for  a  definition  of  "excessive.”  No 
definition  of  excessive  is  included.  There 
is  a  wide  variation  of  potential  circum¬ 
stances  thaj;  could  be  involved,  in  terms 
of  both  the  type  of  vehicle  and  the  situa¬ 
tion  on  the  groimd  at  a  given  locale.  No 
adequate  definition  of  what  exceeds  a 
proper  or  reasonable  limit  evolved  from 
review  of  the  comments  that  could  pro¬ 
vide  a  meaningful  guideline  applicable 
to  all  varieties  of  uses.  This  complexity 
was  recognized  in  changes  In  other  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  proposal  that  provide  for 
special  regulations  and  special  rules  and 
standards. 

Niunerous  comments  related  to  specific 
situations  that  would  need  special  con¬ 


sideration.  These  generally  indicate  the 
needs  of  a  specific  geographic  area  or  the 
impact  of  a  specific  type  of  off-road  vehi¬ 
cle  that  would  require  special  rules  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  of  these  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  proposal  that  provide  for 
a  new  Subpart  6296  is  reserved  to  ac¬ 
commodate  special  regulations  which 
may  be  prescribed  for  the  use  of  off-road 
vehicles  for  specific  areas.  Subpart  6295 
Is  adjusted  to  provide  a  procedure  so  that 
special  operating  rules  and  vehicle  stand¬ 
ards  may  be  established  by  the  author¬ 
ized  ofBcer. 

Several  comments  indicated  need  for  a 
clearer  statement  of  criteria  in  §  6292.2 
for  the  designation  of  restricted  and 
closed  areas  and  trails.  In  consideration 
of  these  comments  three  additional  cri¬ 
teria  are  added. 

Numerous  comments  were  concerned 
with  the  extent  of  public  participation 
that  will  be  involved  in  the  designation 
of  areas  in  accordance  with  the  "Plan¬ 
ning  System"  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management.  In  the  last  sentence  of 
§  6292.4(a)  the  phrase  “as  he  deems  ap¬ 
propriate”  also  caused  concern.  Some 
recognized  that  strict  adherence  to  the 
"Planning  System”  would  be  impossible 
in  emergency  situations.  Since  public 
participation  is  a  key  element  of  the 
planning  system  that  will  be  involved  in 
the  usual  designation  procedure,  the 
paragraph  is  revised  to  clarify  that  ele¬ 
ment  and  to  indicate  that  the  authorized 
officer  may  take  appropriate  actions  on 
the  scene  to  carry  out  the  objectives  of 
these  regulations  in  emergency  situa¬ 
tions. 

Numerous  comments  refer  to  permit 
requirements  and  appear  based  upon  the 
belief  that  a  permit  would  be  required 
on  open  use  areas  for  small  family 
groups  while  participating  in  informal 
recreational  activities.  This  was  not  the 
intent  of  the  proposal,  and  a  definition 
of  "organized  event”  is  included  for 
added  clarity.  A  special  land  use  permit 
is  required  for  sports  events,  races,  and 
rallies  in  Subpart  2924  and  the  detailed 
requirements  are  not  repeated  in  this 
regulation.  Upon  consideration  of  the 
total  permit  requirement  that  would 
evolve,  S  2924.4  is  added  to  include  spe¬ 
cial  terms  and  conditions  for  permits  for 
off-road  vehicle  events. 

Many  responses  favored  local  control 
of  the  use  of  off-road  vehicles  and  rec¬ 
ommended  that  State  laws  apply.  It  is 
not  the  intent  of  these  regulations  to 
preempt  the  role  of  the  State  govern¬ 
ments  in  formulating  laws  and  regula¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  the  use,  registration, 
operation  and  inspection  of  off-road  ve¬ 
hicles.  Accordingly,  §  6295.1  has  been 
added  to  clarify  that  off-road  vehicles, 
their  operators  and  their  operation  on 
public  lands  are  subject  to  State  laws 
and  regulations  in  addition  to  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  these  regulations. 

Several  comments  were  received  con¬ 
cerning  operating  conditions  and  vehicle 
stsmdards.  In  consideration  of  these,  re¬ 
visions  are  Included  to  recognize  that 
“an  adult”  is  more  appropriate  than  “a 
person  21  years  of  age  or  older”;  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  meaningful  interpretation  of 
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darkness:  and  to  clarify  the  requirement 
for  a  spark  arrestor  in  a  manner  that 
can  accommodate  a  variety  of  vehicles 
and  situations.  More  detailed  spark  ar¬ 
restor  information  may  be  obtained  in 
local  BLM  offices. 

Several  other  minor  editorial  changes 
and  technical  corrections  have  been 
made  in  the  original  proposal  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  greater  clarity  and  to 
establish  an  adequate  framework  for  the 
development  of  future  regulations  and 
special  rules  and  standards. 

A  notice  of  the  availability  of  a  final 
environmental  statement  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  regulations  for  the  management  of 
off -road  vehicles  on  public  lands  admin¬ 
istered  by  agencies  of  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  was  published  on  page  2118 
of  the  Federal  Register  of  January  17, 
1974. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  all 
relevant  matters  presented  by  interested 
parties.  Accordingly,  the  proposed 
amendment  is  hereby  adopted,  as  re¬ 
vised,  and  is  set  forth  below  in  its  en¬ 
tirety.  This  amendment  shall  become 
effective  May  15, 1974. 

Jack  O.  Horton, 
Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Interior. 

April  3.  1974. 

Chapter  H,  Title  43,  of  the  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations  is  amended  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

PART  2070— DESIGNATION  OF  AREAS 
AND  SITES 

1.  A  new  paragraph  (c)  is  added  to 
S  2071.1  to  read  as  follows: 

§  2071.1  Areas  or  sites  that  may  be  des¬ 
ignated. 

•  *  *  *  • 

(c)  The  provisions  of  this  part  do  not 
apply  to  designation  of  areas  and  trails 
m^e  pursuant  to  Part  6290  of  this 
chapter. 


PART  2920— SPECIAL  LAND  USE 
PERMITS 

2.  A  new  §  2924.3-1  is  added  to  Part 
2920  to  read  as  follows: 

§  2924.3—1  Off-road  vehicle  events. 

(a)  In  addition  to  other  requirements 
of  this  part,  the  application  shall  be  for 
a  specific  time  and  period  of  use. 

(b)  The  authorized  officer  may  require 
the  applicant  to  submit  supplemental 
Information  In  sufficient  detail  to  eval¬ 
uate  the  Impact  of  the  proposed  event 
upon  the  environment,  including  meas¬ 
ures  the  applicant  would  take  to  assure 
minimum  practicable  disturbance  to  the 
environment  consistent  with  other  uses 
of  the  area. 

(c)  As  a  condition  of  permit  issuance, 
the  authorized  officer  shall  require  the 
permittee  to  furnish  bond,  surety  or 
other  guarantee  in  such  amounts  as  may 
be  required  to  cover  cost  of  restoration 
and  rehabilitation  of  the  trails  and  areas 
used,  and  such  other  special  costs  at¬ 
tributable  to  the  events. 


PART  6250— RECREATION  ACCESS 
§  6250.1—2  [Amended] 

3.  Paragraph  (c)  of  §  6250.1-2  of  Part 
6250  is  deleted. 

Subpart  6251  [Deleted] 

4.  Subpart  6251  of  Part  6250  is  deleted. 

PART  6290— OFF-ROAD  VEHICLES 

5.  A  new  Part  6290  is  added  to  Group 
6200  to  read  as  follows: 

Subpart  6290 — General 
6290.0-1  Purpose. 

6290.0-2  Objectives. 

6290.0-3  Authority. 

6290.0-5  Definitions. 

6290.0-8  Applicability. 

Subpart  6291 — Use  of  Off-Road  Vehicles 

629 1 . 1  Use  of  Off-Road  Vehicles. 

Subpart  6292 — Designation  of  Public  Lands 

6292.1  Classes  of  designation. 

6992.2  Designation. 

6292.3  Designation  criteria. 

6292.4  Procedures  for  designation. 

Subpart  6293 — Organized  Off-Road  Vehicle 
Events 

6293.1  Events  requiring  permits. 

Subpart  6294 — Management  of  Off-Road  Vehicle 
Use 

6294.1  Effects  of  use;  change  in  designa¬ 

tions  or  restrictions. 

Subpart  6295 — Operation  of  Off-Road  Vehicles, - 
Vphicle  Standards 

6295.1  State  law  applicable;  special  rules 

and  standards. 

6295.2  Operating  regulations. 

6295.3  Vehicle  standards. 

Subpart  296 — Special  Regulations  [Reserved] 
Authority:  43  U.S.C.  1201;  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969,  42  U.S.C. 
4321;  43  U.S.C.  2,  1201;  and  Executive  Order 
11644  (37  FR  2877). 

Subpart  6290 — General 
§  6290.0—1  Purpose. 

The  purpose  of  the  regulations  in  this 
part  Is  to  implement  Executive  Order  No. 
11644,  of  February  8,  1972  (37  FR  2877) . 

§  6290.0—2  Objectives. 

The  objective  of  these  regulations  is 
to  provide  procedures  to  control  and  di¬ 
rect  the  use  of  off-road  vehicles  on  pub¬ 
lic  lands  so  as  to  protect  the  resources  of 
those  lands,  to  promote  the  safety  of  all 
users  of  those  lands,  and  to  minimize 
conflicts  among  the  various  uses  of  those 
lands. 

§  6290.0—3  Authority. 

The  provisions  of  this  part  are  issued 
under  43  U.S.C.  1201;  the  National  En¬ 
vironmental  Policy  Act  of  1969,  42  U.S.C. 
4321;  43  U.S.C.  2,  1201;  and  Executive 
Order  11644  (37  FR  2877) . 

§  6290.0—5  Definitions. 

As  used  in  this  part; 

(a)  Except  as  excluded  hereinafter, 
“Off-Road  Vehicle”  means  any  vehicle 
designed  for,  or  capable  of,  travel  on  or 


13613 

immediately  over  land,  water,  sand, 
snow,  ice,  marsh,  swampland,  or  other 
natural  terrain,  including,  but  not  lim¬ 
ited  to:  Automobiles,  trucks,  four-wheel 
drive  or  low-pressure- tire  vehicles, 
tracked  vehicles,  motorcycles  and  re¬ 
lated  two-wheel  vehicles,  snowmobiles, 
amphibious  machines,  groimd-effect  or 
air-cushion  vehicles,  recreation  campers, 
and  any  other  means  of  transportation 
deriving  motive  power  from  any  source 
other  than  muscle.  The  term  “Off-Road 
Vehicle”  excludes:  (1)  Any  non- 
amphibious  registered  motorboat;  (2) 
any  fire,  emergency,  or  law  enforcement 
vehicle  while  being  used  for  official  or 
emergency  purposes;  (3)  any  vehicle 
whose  use  is  expressly  authorized  by  a 
permit,  lease,  license,  agreement,  or  con¬ 
tract  issued  by  the  authorized  officer. 

(b)  “Public  Lands”  means  «,ny  lands 
administered  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management. 

(c)  “Bureau”  means  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management. 

(d)  “Authorized  Officer”  means  an  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage¬ 
ment  to  whom  has  been  delegated  the 
authority  to  take  actions  under  the  reg¬ 
ulations  of  this  chapter. 

(e)  “Organized  Event”  means  a 
structured,  or  consolidated,  or  sched¬ 
uled  meeting  involving  25  or  more  ve¬ 
hicles  for  the  purpose  of  recreational  use 
of  the  public  lands  involving  the  use  of 
off-road  vehicles.  The  term  does  not  in¬ 
clude  family  groups  participating  in  in¬ 
formal  recreational  activities. 

(f)  “Official  use”  means  use  by  an 
employee,  agent,  or  designated  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Federal  Government  or 
one  of  its  contractors  in  the  course  of 
his/her  employment,  agency,  or  repre¬ 
sentation. 

(g)  “Planning  system”  means  the  ap¬ 
proach  provided  in  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  directives  and  manuals  to 
formulate  multiple  use  plans  for  the 
public  lands.  This  approach  provides  for 
public  particii>ation  within  the  system. 

§  6290—0—8  Applicability. 

(a)  The  regulations  in  this  part  apply 
to  all  public  lands  except  those  Federal, 
State,  county,  or  municipal  highways 
and  roads  administered  by  an  agency 
other  than  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage¬ 
ment. 

(b)  The  regulations  contained  in  sub¬ 
part  6296  are  special  regulations  pre¬ 
scribed  for  the  use  of  off-road  vehicles 
for  specific  areas,  and  such  regulations 
may  amend,  modify,  relax,  or  make  more 
stringent  the  regulations  contained  in 
§§  6295.2  and  6295.3  of  this  chapter. 

Subpart  6291 — Use  of  Off-Road  Vehicles 
§  6291.1  Use  of  Off-Road  Vehicles. 

(a)  Off-road  vehicles  operated  on  the 
public  lands  must  conform  to  the  vehicle 
standards  set  forth  in  Subpart  6295  of 
this  part. 

(b)  Any  person  who  operates  an  off¬ 
road  vehicle  on  public  lands  must  com¬ 
ply  with  the  operating  regulations  set 
forth  in  Subpart  6295  of  this  part  at  all 
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times  and  subpart  6296  as  applicable 
while  operating  such  vehicle  on  public 
lands. 

(c)  The  operation  of  oS-road  vehicles 
is  prohibited  on  those  areas  and  trails 
designated  as  closed  to  off-road  vehicle 
use  except  that  the  authorized  officer 
may  allow  official  use  or  use  pursuant  to 
Part  2920  of  this  chapter.  Such  author¬ 
ization  will  be  for  a  specific  area,  condi¬ 
tions  of  use  and  period  of  time  and  shall 
be  revocable  at  the  discretion  of  the 
authorized  officer. 

(d)  Operators  of  off-road  vehicles  on 
those  areas  and  trails  designated  as  re¬ 
stricted  must  conform  to  all  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  applicable  designation 
order  or  orders. 

(e)  The  operation  of  off-road  vehicles 
is  permitted  on  those  areas  and  trails 
designated  as  open  to  off-road  vehicle 
use. 

(f)  Off -road  vehicles  are  prohibited  on 
trails  limited  to  hiking  and  horseback 
riding. 

Subpart  6292 — Designation  of  Public 
Lands 

§  6292.1  Classes  of  designation. 

Public  lands  will  be  designated  as  fol¬ 
lows  with  regard  to  off-road  vehicle  use: 

(a)  Open  use  areas  and  trails.  These 
are  areas  and  trails  where  off-road  ve¬ 
hicles  may  be  operated  subject  to  the 
operating  regulaticms  and  vehicle  stand¬ 
ards  set  forth  at  Subpart  6295  of  this 
part. 

(b)  Restricted  areas  and  trails.  These 
are  areas  and  trails  where  the  use  of  off¬ 
road  vehicles  is  subject  to  restrictions 
deemed  appropriate  by  the  authorized 
officer.  Restrictions  may  limit  the  num¬ 
bers  or  types  of  vehicles  allowed,  times  of 
use,  and  similar  matters.  Restricted  areas 
and  trails  may  be  designated  for  special 
or  intensive  use,  including,  but  not 
limited  to,  organized  events. 

(c)  Closed  areas  and  trails.  These  are 
areas  and  trails  where  the  use  of  off-road 
vehicles  is  permanently  or  temporarily 
prohibited. 

§  6292.2  DtH>ignation. 

(a)  The  authorized  officer  may  desig¬ 
nate  any  public  lands  as  restricted  or 
closed  to  off-road  vehicle  use.  Public 
lands  not  so  designated  shall  remain 
open  to  off-road  vehicle  use  and  are 
hereby  designated  as  open  use  areas  and 
trails  except  that  restrictions  and  clos¬ 
ures  regarding  the  use  of  public  lands 
that  result  from  authority  other  than 
part  6290  shall  not  be  affected  by  the 
open  use  designation  of  this  paragraph. 

(b)  The  authorized  officer  may  re¬ 
designate  any  pubhc  lands.  Including 
those  designated  as  open  to  off-road  ve¬ 
hicle  use,  at  any  time  hereafter  if  he/ 
she  determines  that  redesignation  is 
appropriate. 

fc)  The  authorized  officer  may  tempo¬ 
rarily  close  or  restrict  public  use  and 
travel  In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  §  6010.4  of  this  chapter,  even  though 


pulfflc  lands  have  been  designated  or  re¬ 
designated  in  accordance  with  this 
subpart. 

(d)  The  authorized  officer  may  apply 
for  the  withdrawal,  reservation  or  re¬ 
striction  of  public  lands  in  accordance 
with  the  withdrawal  procedures  in  Part 
2350  of  this  chapter,  even  though  public 
lands  have  been  designated  or  redesig¬ 
nated  in  accordance  with  this  Subpart. 

§  6292.3  Designation  criteria. 

Designations  of  restricted  and  closed 
areas  and  trails  will  be  based  on  the 
following: 

(a)  The  ability  of  the  land  and  its  re- 
soiu'ces  to  withstand  and  sustain  off -road 
vehicle  use  impacts. 

(b)  Consideration  of  the  scenic  quali¬ 
ties  of  the  land,  and  its  cultiural,  ecologi¬ 
cal,  and  environmental  values. 

(c)  The  need  for  public  use  areas  for 
recreation  use. 

(d)  Consideration  of  off-road  vehicle 
use  impacts  on  other  lands,  use,  and 
resources. 

(e)  The  potential  hazards  to  public 
health  and  safety,  other  than  the  normal 
risks  Involved  in  off-road  vehicle  use. 

(f)  The  existing  or  potential  quality 
and  quantity  of  recreational  experiences 
available. 

(g)  Consideration  of  the  need  to  min¬ 
imize  harassment  of  wildlife  or  signifi¬ 
cant  disruption  of  wildlife  habitat. 

(h)  The  furtherance  of  the  purposes 
and  policy  of  the  National  Environmen¬ 
tal  Policy  Act  of  1969  (42  U.S.C.  4321). 

§  6292.4  Procedures  for  dc^signation. 

<a)  Public  participation.  The  author¬ 
ized  officer  shall  to  the  extent  practi¬ 
cable,  designate  and  redesignate  areas 
and  trails  in  conformance  with  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Land  Management  planning 
system  for  the  formulation  of  multiple 
use  management  plans.  In  making  desig¬ 
nations,  he/she  will  consult  with  inter¬ 
ested  user  groups.  Federal,  State,  coimty, 
and  local  agencies,  local  landowners,  and 
other  parties  in  a  manner  that  provides 
an  opportunity  for  the  public  to  express 
itself  and  have  those  ^ews  taken  into 
account.  The  authorized  officer  may  act 
independently  of  the  planning  system 
if  he/she  deems  emergency  action  to 
close  or  restrict  areas  and  trails  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  attain  the  objectives  of  the  reg¬ 
ulations  of  this  part. 

(b)  Identification  of  designated  areas 
and  trails,  rhie  authorized  officer  shall 
take  appropriate  measures  to  identify 
areas  and  trails  designated  as  restricted 
or  closed  so  that  the  public  will  be  aware 
of  their  locations  and  restrictions  appli¬ 
cable  thereto.  Public  notice  of  such  desig¬ 
nations  shall  be  given  through  publica¬ 
tion  in  local  newspapers,  and  copies  of 
such  notices  shall  available  to  the 
public  in  local  Bureau  offices.  Areas  and 
trails  so  designated  shall  be  posted  ap¬ 
propriately.  The  authorized  officer  will 
make  available  to  the  public  such  other 
informational  material  as  may  be  appro¬ 
priate. 


Subpart  6293 — Organized  Off-Road  Vehicle 
Events 

§  6293.1  Events  requiring  permits. 

No  person  or  association  of  persons 
may  conduct  any  race,  rally,  meet,  con¬ 
test,  or  other  type  of  organized  event  in¬ 
volving  the  me  of  off -road  vehicles,  on 
public  lands  without  first  obtaining  a 
permit  to  do  so  from  the  authorized  of¬ 
ficer  pursuant  to  Subpart  2924  of  Part 
2920  of  this  chapter. 

Subpart  6294 — Management  of  Off-Road 
Vehicle  Use 

§  6294.1  Effeets  of  use;  changes  in  des¬ 
ignations  or  restrictions. 

The  authorized  officer  shall  monitor 
effects  of  the  use  of  off-road  vehicles. 
On  the  basis  of  information  so  obtained, 
and  whenever  he/she  deems  It  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  obj^tlves  of  this  part, 
he  may  amend,  revise,  or  revoke  any 
designations  made  or  other  actions 
taken  pursuant  to  the  regulations  in  this 
part. 

Subpart  6295 — Operation  of  Off-Road 
Vehicles;  Vehicle  Standards 

§  6295.1  State  law  applicable;  special 
rules  and  standards. 

<a)  Applicable  State  laws  and  regula¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  me,  registration, 
operation  and  inspection  of  off-road  ve¬ 
hicles  shall  apply  on  public  lands. 

(b)  The  authorized  officer  may  estab¬ 
lish  special  rules  for  the  operation  of 
off-road  vehicles  and  special  vehicle 
standards  for  me  on  a  regional,  geo¬ 
graphic  or  operating  level  applicable  to 
all  or  any  type  of  off-road  vehicle.  No¬ 
tice  of  such  special  rules  and  standards 
sh.ill  be  published  in  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  and  the  public  shall  be  provided  the 
opportunity  to  comment  before  adop¬ 
tion. 

(c)  To  the  extent  that  State  laws  and 
regulations  are  lacking  or  less  stringent 
than  the  regulations  established  by  this 
Subpart  6295,  the  regulations  in  Sub¬ 
part  6295  are  minimum  standards  and 
are  controlling. 

§  6295.2  Operating  regulations. 

No  person  may  operate  an  off-road 
vehicle  on  public  lands  without  a  valid 
operator’s  license  or  learner’s  permit 
unless  actxHnptanied  by  an  adult  who  has 
a  valid  operator’s  license  and  who  is 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  that  individ¬ 
ual.  No  person  shall  operate  an  off -road 
vehicle  on  public  lands: 

(a)  In  a  reckless,  careless,  or  negligent 
manner; 

(b)  In  excess  of  established  speed 
limits; 

(c)  While  under  the  infiuence  of  alco¬ 
hol  or  drugs ; 

(d)  In  a  manner  likely  to  came  ex¬ 
cessive  damage  to  or  disturbance  of  the 
land,  wildlife,  wildlife  habitat,  or  vege¬ 
tative  resources ;  or 

*(e)  From  a  half -horn  alter  sunset  to 
a  half-hour  before  simrise  without 
lighted  headlights  and  tailllghts. 
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§  6295.3  Vehicle  standards. 

(a)  No  off-road  vehicle  may  be 
operated  on  public  lands  unless  equipped 
with  proper  brakes  and  muffler  in  good 
working  condition. 

(b)  No  off-road  vehicle  equipped  with 
a  muffler  cutout,  bypass,  or  similar  device, 
or  producing  excessive  noise,  may  be 
operated  on  public  lands. 

(c)  The  authorized  officer  may,  by 
posting  appropriate  signs  or  by  marking 
a  map  which  shall  be  available  for  public 
inspection  at  local  Bureau  of  Land  Man¬ 


agement  offices,  indicate  those  public 
lands  upon  which  no  off-road  vehicle 
may  be  operated  unless  equipped  with  a 
properly  installed  spark  arrestor  that 
meets  and  is  qualified  to  either  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture — Forest  Serv¬ 
ice  Standard  5100-la,  or  the  80  per  cent 
efficiency  level  when  determined  by  the 
appropriate  Society  of  Automotive  Engi¬ 
neers  (SAE)  Recommended  Practices 
J335  or  J350,  which  standards  include  the 
requirement  that  such  spark  arrestor 
shall  have  an  efficiency  to  retain  or 
destroy  at  least  80  per  cent  of  carbon 


particles,  for  all  flow  rates,  and  which 
includes  a  requirement  that  such  spark 
arrestor  has  been  warranted  by  its  manu¬ 
facturer  as  meeting  the  above-stated  ef¬ 
ficiency  requirement  for  at  least  1,000 
hours  subject  to  normal  use,  with  main¬ 
tenance  and  mounting  in  accordance 
with  the  manufacturer’s  recommenda¬ 
tion. 

Subpart  6296 — Special  Regulations 
[Reserved] 

[FR  Doc.8028  Filed  4-12-74:8:45  am] 
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